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hat's the biggest challonge

facing woday’s hi-fi manofs:-

turecs? I way It has o be
‘Faghting boreden’. 1 poppad mto
my bocal hi-fi emiponium recently and
kefit it underwbelmnd by the miach-
of<gmechness of over 200 “audsn”
componenis, all of whick werc
430enm wide and black and, well,
bogny. It poastively Irighiemed met
And that's ot the mans-macko
dreck. High ead? It moce 3 cne of
iheer owerlall, As ing there pre Lir too
muiy Bramds oul there I.'J'l|'l|.l.l"l‘ far
o0 fow cuntomers. The hlesed, wel
commtd Feoewsoon we're uill enpoving
= @ wotderfully Darminian an event
A ane Cin RLme his [aded to
whiove the oo pood thing which
alwarys cumnies oot of reosaasons. It bas
Liabesd £o waoed ot vhe mniiialscTErers,
oall the berd. There are sull far wo
many ‘high-cod’ brands out there, by
& factor of three at hrast

And o on 10 Moo Aodsd 3y
tems, & part of the lend bhghtong
gumely with 2 wekomed dees ol
ioonoclnim, and now with pulds UK
dimribation,

As Vo s 1 can wcll, Motazss faces
the samne challepges thot all high-ond
runds owibde of the Big Five {krell,
Mark Leviawen, Jadis, Audio
Kescarch, Jefi Rowland ) have to face.

Metaxas offers something
different = bur os its conduct

unbecoming?

by KEN KESSLER

DISTILLLD

Semi-cbscarity wnd ‘umallnewi’ are
Gillis® CUiG OF Vilnue, |J|.'i\.'|'i|1|l'|.l’_
on who's daing 1he mliking and who's
dodng the baving. What Metas han
poing for it & siviieg jusi |ocaky
capagh to polirne marmed oouples,
nnd operstions] Behavieur which wug
oeiki b Faoiigs Moty has uad
Ferragi eather thin Mercodes pa hia
segpulard of eveellesce.

In other words, switchiog on a
Metoas amp is an sdwenmare, [0
abmont aa of the onganal TVA-1 has
came back o Baunt @s.*

The lodicrouly named Oyjwilence
pue-Emnp arsd '1|"‘|.||'\-\.';.i'-' [T AT
are the top of the rumge i vet another
over-crowded catabogue. Pricc-wise,
they'ee bardly exoetxitamt by today's
memures: the pre-smp sells in line
only form for CA600 (D330 wih
pheno seoton) snd o beic of the
100 Solibogquys cesti L5504, If you
comder s of poliahed surlices 10
b laxmraus (og, iU voua"re of German
exiraction), then the Molaxases ore
defmiicly umole. One thing's for
certada: MAS dosia’t sorumg on Lis-
cin frink or dead, with cven 1
twoebon (rpuknec's outboard power
mpply looking s musdh Lke o stansi-
W i iiEd bR Ihd NI =
mnpdifier chaubs, or ‘mainframe’ =

MAS calls in,

L_-‘I - & 8

The pre-smp s manimalon bt
campleely mablspracticl, deman
ding no grest ascribices ol you man @
welein with mose (han oot soanoe
COITIpOmenl The facilines include
four llne souice inpuls with necosd
out fucelity, fall wwpe moakboncg,
direct acoess ol 1he phono wection,
muting, sepped balince in 1dB
sapger, volume and slgECOPOVCTNE
All ol the handware = the Front-pant]
toggles and rotaniol, [ SOCEORY 30
the bkl - = top quulity. I'he -
nmeolaied impPags 1-u,.||1_'|1|| oo ts o the
mainfreme with an umbilical cablb
tereaditing in & Computer-grades con
necvor, and ks fronl panel poevices
{F and LEIY manitoring of mamns
conditions. The outboard unst i ol
wich overkill dewign by virtee of the
Lerge Dramaformery andd bt unk vl
e o wll, that W oould b moaaken
far 2 ymnall power amplifier. Whick, it
turns oul, i is the company
desoribes  the power wapiey & @
single chaneel of the Irakln power
amp’, operatieg In Clos A

Huwever maack thia condrod
books like & proper plece of laboratory
equipment, the power smplifeer
peneribles i . 1 dans kenow sl
All T coubd think of was that gag
whoul & ¢amel beimg o bhorwe (Or
dirplant) deugned by 4 committee
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A verbal description suggests somne-
thing whole and right and complete
and conventional, in that il consisis
of a chassis, a front panel, the noces-
gary switchies and sockets and lots of
heat ginks. But, as with the smaller
Solinire [HFN/RR, May 92|, it's
just daft. The front panel serves no
purpase whatsoever, aside from hold-
ing the name plaie, becauss the
ondoff switch and ‘on' indicator are
mounted on the front of the chassis;
when the fascia is [tted, the rocker
switch/indicagor peeps through a cui-
out. 5o you can dispense with the
front pangl aliogether.

A proper case protects  mnnards
{rom the elements and keeps Angers
and falling objects sway from the
clectronics. This amp is & throwback
1o the Colin Clive Schoal of Hard-
ware Diesign, Behind the free-
standing foscia i a lump of a trans-
former in a black can, four copper-
coloured, phallic capacitors, and lots
of shiny steel. The chassis is edged in
sharp, snkle-scratching heat sinks.
And 1 was mightily disheamened 1o
find that, when [ moved the Solilo-
quy with one mitt on the transformer
case that it came away in my hand.

The company describes the Solile-
quy as the world's only fully reg-
alated solid-stare amp which doesn't
employ any capacitors in the regula-
tor circuits or bypassing the regulator
outpts. Each Soliloquy consists of
five complete amplification caircuits
on a single PCR, designed 1o produce
ahsolurely stable voliage and current
irrespective of the mains conditions.
To this end, the unit feateres a YW
grain-oriented  steel, bifilar-wound
tramsformer that's clecerostatic and
Faraday shielded. Those highly visi-
ble caps supply the encrgy storage io
the sutput stage and fler the input
voltage gain stage. The caps are
bolted  directly to the PCE. This
layout, however much [ take the
mickey our of it, has been designed
for ulra-shost signal paths; [ just
don't share the company's faith in the
public’s handling of ‘naked” electmo-
nics, however safe the units may be.
Remember: this counlry can bosst
consumers who plug elecine rons
into the auxiliary mains cutlers on the
hack of integrated amplifices, and put
electric frving pans onto gos burners.

Like the earlier Metoxas sysvem |
tried, this pairing s so fusy, 5o
temperamental, I had o remind
myself af how much masochism
meant 1o hi-fi enthusiasts before
remote control became polically
acceprable and ook the vormure out of
wudie, There's o weird switch-on
procedure and you peedn’t don an
apron of foll-up a trouser beg prior 1o
use, but actual set-up is a nightmare,
Shielded or not, the Metaxss unis
are highly suscepuble to calibre and
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type of cable, where you smte the
com ponents, how fur apar you posi-
tion cach unit from the other, what
kind of sopports wyou uwse, ad
naugewm. [ know this wied o be par
for the course, bui I've since been
spatled by components which mind-
mise the need for large-scale rweak-
ing. Indeed, MAS should falk 1o
Mana Acoustcs |see “Headroom',
August] because that company’s
amplifier tables eliminated much of
the griel of mstallation,

I settled on MBS for pre-to-power
connectbons, XLO speaker wire and
Mandrake berween the Forell MID-200
Spudio CIL} system and the pre-amp.
Also tred were players from Primare
and Marantz, as well as the G36
Revox tweaked by Tim de Paravicinn,
So neutral, though, is the Metaxas
sef-up that 1 could bave used just
aboit any sources | liked once the
interconnecting cables were soried.
AllT'd be hearing were the individual
characteristics of the source compo-
ments, The track was finding the mght
speakers for the KW Soliloguy, and
not becouse of power mismatches.

ALMOST ENOUGH GRUNT...

My notes suggest: oo lean with the
WATT: on their own, just about
right with WATTsPuppies, Almost
enough sheer grunt for the Apogoe
Spages, Sonus Faber Extremas. The
lintle Linaeums sounded so sweet and
transparent driven by the Saliloguys,
bt what about aboui the MAS sy3-
fem's lower registers?

S0 where did I mrn? To the not
much larger, not-all-that-sensitive
Sonus Faber Minima Amators and,
sigh, LS3SAs. Oh, and loas of not-
wo-raucows  listening through the
WAT T Puppics, which needed just
a bit more slam than the Solibquys
could provide. If [ dudn®t know
better, 1'd swear these monoblocks
have bess wrge than the smaller,
stereo Solitnire, which wok on every-
thing [ threw at it. | remember it
fondly as a Terminator of an amp.

Credit where it's due, though: this
MAS set-up behaves with far greater
decorum than the Solitaire/Manguis,
and for a number af reasons. | would
assumse thai much of the extra contral
and greater composure 15 down to the
more substantial power supplies.
And wrivial though this may seem,
the more robust construction of the
power supply chassis of the Opulence
may be contributing as well, for [ had
less trouble posstioning ir than [ did
the ringing, raiiling tin can of o
container used for the Marquis. The
‘mainframe’ proved far more trouble-
some 10 locate.

However neutral and ‘naked’ the
sownd, the MAS dossn’t come off as
‘rransistory”’ or clinical, 1t's abminst an
about-face after the earlier sysiem,

which was hyper-derailed as well as
fierce, overpowering, almosi bar-
banc. The déarer combanation swaps
some of the muscle for fimessc, a
welcomed change of approach in a
year which has seen some of the
greaest advances in CD rransport
and DAC performance, and mainly
in the areas of the greatest subtlery.
This MAS system’s sound, and [
wdmat that | expected it 1o border on
the ananchic becamse of previous
expericnce, had a feather-light touch
and a way with noy deails tha
suggested either a pedigreed 600 or
T0%ch tube amp of recent vintage,
or a small, sterea Krell.

And et you eost hammer the
Soldoguys, though less successfully
than you could the brutish smaller
brother. Even in my medium-szed
mam, you <an get them to chip
through the Wilsons - impossible
with the Solitaire — and the Solilo-
quys run out of steam well before the
Extremas scream “Chuchl’. The area
where the MAS amps are mosi
senously challenged is in the hwest
octaves, with the treble remaining
crisp, clear and fast long afier the
bass has staned 1o crumble.

Which leads me w0 a cop-out,
Because the speakers designed by
MAS for use with the company's
clecironics tend 1o be high-sensivity
designs ~ the Ulysas (33c) has 96dB/
1% Im sensivivity = I'm downplaying
the performance limitations with the
hungry, 82dB/Iw smull, Why?
Because | firmly believe the ‘horses
[or courses” rale which, for instance,
sugpests that o given CD transpary
will favour a DAC from the same
manufacturer, Which leads me o
using this costly sysem with the
sub-£500 [LL53/5As. Ii was a magical
expenence only shightly less thnlling
than that of the Auwdio Research
package reviewed in ths ssue. The
speakers proved so undemanding
that the Opulence/Soliloquy sei-up
sang without any pressure. The bass
anomalies were filiered. The speakers
themselves snapped and crapped out
well before the amplifiers.

[s this, though, conduct becoming
of a ten grand package? [ suppose not
if you're of the camp which argues,
quite justifisbly, that any pre-/power
combination costing as much as a
loaded Peugeot 205 should have just
a3 much horsepower. Mer 1 only
wish I'd had a chance 1o try the MAS
gear with the Klipsch Hercsaes,

S0 MAS has succeeded by being
different, almost eccentric, definitely
e a ‘me, oo’ prsduct. What you
have, then, is a thomughbred com-
bination sdeal for a listener who
cherishes luxo-details, exclusivity
and fnesse, and carcs less aboul
absalute power. Which, as we all
know, cormupis ahsolutely.

Each Soliloquy
consists of five
complete
amplification
circuits on a
single PCE,
designed to
produce
absalubely
stable voltage

and current
irrespective of
the mains
conditions. To
thiz end, the
unit features a
ZkW grain-
oriented steel,
bifilar-wound
transforme
that's
electrostatic
and Faraday
shialded
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